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By Lance Van Nostrand 
I would like to see anyone’s specific setup for benefiting from these laser levels that 
everyone has gone gaga over.  Being the gadget freak I am, I already have 2 but I struggle 
to find applications that give me better results than my other methods.  The line width 
seems too fat for me to use it for fuse or wing alignment, but maybe I am doing it wrong.  
Here’s the one place a laser line can really help – locating perfect slots for pushrods or 
pull-pull cables.  Here’s a picture of my new Symphony in my kitchen.   
 

Fuse with laser line(find the pink line) 
 
Note the laser level in the foreground.  It’s projecting a line onto the fuse.  The actual line 
was too hard to see in the photo so I enhanced it in PaintShopPro.  It’s still hard to see but 
it joins the rudder servo arm and the rudder control horn.  For this application neither the 
fuse or the line needs to be exactly horizontal.  All you need is to have the laser line join 
these two points and this line will perfectly identify the cable line in this plane. 
 
If your servo is inside the fuse and not visible, place some masking tape on the outside of 
the fuse and use a marker to mark where the servo arm elevation is.  One way to do this is 



to lay a flat stick on the canopy opening and then measure down from this to the servo 
arm.  Transfer this measurement to the outside of the fuse by measuring down the same 
distance from the overhanging stick. 
 
In the general area where the slot will be cut, put a strip of masking tape and trace the 
laser line onto the tape.  Then you can turn the fuse around and mark the other side for 
the other cable.  Now you are half done.  To mark the exact point on that line where your 
slot must be cut may be easy or harder to find.  If you are able to set up your servo arm 
and control horn to have the exact same diameter around the pivot point (either servo 
center or hinge line), then you get the easy way out.  Simply set your calipers to this 
distance and find the point on the laser line on the fuse that matches that width.  This will 
be the center of the slot. 
 
If, on the other hand, you did not match the geometry at the servo and control horn, you 
get the hard way out.  One method is to lay your fuse on its side and repeat the procedure 
above where you project a laser line from the servo arm clevis hole to the control arm 
clevis hole.  Mark where this line crosses the first line to find the exact exit location.  I 
have a mathematical formula that I derived that gives you the exit location directly, but it 
is a bit complex and I much prefer tricks that don’t require a calculator (so I won’t 
publish it here).  If you have a better idea than my laser line method, please let me know. 


